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FCCC staff are available via phone & email (Please see below).
o Colette Redmond, Office Administrator
Ph: 087- 7844805 or email colette@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Gina Daly, Programme Information Officer
Ph: 087-1972084 or email gina@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Mairead Tucker, Lead Development Officer Swords and Surrounding Areas
Ph: 087 7477553 Email: mairead@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Jacinta Cooke, Development Officer, Balbriggan and Surrounding Areas
Ph: 087-7722228 or email jacinta@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Eimear Furlong, Development Officer, Balbriggan and Surrounding Areas
Ph: 087-1884191 or email eimear@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Nicola McKernan, Development Officer, Dublin 15, and Surrounding Areas
Ph: 087 6025263 or email nicola@fingalcountychildcare.ie
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o Sarah McKenna, Regional Childminding Development Officer (CMDO)
Ph: 087-4485558 or email sarah@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Helen Campbell, Finance & Office Manager
Ph: 087 104 5197 or email helen@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Linda Sammon, Finance Officer
Ph: 087-7882688 or email linda@fingalcountychildcare.ie
o Adrienne Doyle, Operations Manager
Ph: 087- 9217918 or email adrienne@fingalcountychildcare.ie

FCCC Closure over the Christmas period
FCCC will close on Thursday 23rd December at 5pm and reopen at 9am on Tuesday 4th January.
The FCCC team wish all providers, families, and children a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Covid Out of Hours Contact Details

Childminding Section

If you are a childminder, thinking of becoming a childminder or require any support or advice in relation to
your childminding service you can contact the development team at Fingal CCC by calling our main office
on (01) 4851727 or the development officer in your area (see above). Like our Facebook page to keep up
to date with events and training specific to childminders.

Digital Covid Packs
The Department has prepared a digital pack containing various resources and information on the
prevention of COVID-19. These posters are in PDF format with the intention that you can email them to
your parents or share through your own social media platforms to raise awareness.
The digital pack as well as further resources for childminders can be found at:
www.first5.gov.ie/guidance/child-minding

Summary of events
The FCCC team were busy all year supporting childminders in the Fingal area. Throughout the year
childminders had the opportunity to come together virtually and meet other childminders at our ‘cuppa
and chat’ networks and really benefited from each other’s experience and knowledge of all elements of
their childminding service. FCCC held a number of wonderful events during the year including the
following:
•
•
•
•

•

•

A presentation on Outdoor play and ideas to enhance your outdoor area was developed by Nicola
in FCCC and presented at our network in April.
Laura from Balbriggan Library joined a network in June and gave an insight into all the wonderful
resources and amenities available to all childminders in the Fingal area
In July Dr.Mary O’Kane delivered a webinar ‘Positive Behaviour Management’ specifically tailored
to the childminding setting.
Colin O’Keefe joined our network in September to discuss the benefits of joining Barnardos
Library, all childminders in Fingal have the opportunity to enjoy free library membership with
Barnardos for 1 year (contact info@fingalcountychildcare.ie for the link to sign up). The CMDO for
the Fingal area also gave a presentation on the National Action Plan for Childminding, further
information can be found on the plan by clicking here.
In November FCCC funded 10 childminders to participate in Paediatric First Aid and each
participant receive a certificate and also a free First Aid Kit for their childminding service.

Finally in December Cliodhna Noonan delivered a Storytelling session for childminders providing
practical tips on how to develop the skill of storytelling, each childminder who attended were
gifted books for their childminding service.

In addition to all these events in 2021 childminders were welcomed to attend and take part in a
number of other training events/workshops tailored for the ELC and SAC sector as a whole.

In 2022 the FCCC are planning to build on all the wonderful events from 2021 so keep an eye on the
facebook page and website.
The FCCC team would like to wish all the childminder and their families a merry Christmas and a
peaceful new year. We look forward to working with you all in 2022.

PIP/HIVE Announcements

Resumption of ECCE & CCSP Savers Onsite Compliance Inspections (20/12/2021)
Further to the commencement of onsite NCS Compliance Inspections which began in November 2021, the
purpose of this notification is to inform you that onsite compliance inspections for the ECCE & CCSP Saver
programmes will also resume shortly. Inspections will start from the week beginning 10th January 2022.

Due to the current COVID -19 environment, as an interim measure, onsite visits will be announced visits.
The Primary Authorised User as per the Hive for selected services, will receive an email at least 2 days in
advance of a scheduled onsite inspection.

We will provide advance notice of the resumption of unannounced visits, which were the norm for
Inspections prior to COVID-19.
The following compliance guidance documents will be revised for the 2021/2022 programme call and
made available on the Hive under the Resources section:
• ECCE Compliance Checklist 2021-2022
• ECCE Service Provider Guide 2021-2022
• CCSP Savers Compliance Checklist 2021-2022
• CCSP Savers Service Provider Guide 2021-2022
The Authorised / Visit Officers will adhere to public health guidance while onsite at Early Years and School
Age Childcare facilities.
DCEDIY and Pobal continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation and any changes that might be required
regarding onsite inspections will be communicated via the Hive.
We want to take this opportunity to thank services in advance for their continued co-operation with
compliance checks.

Grant Programme for Improved Ventilation and Outdoor Play 2021 -Urgent
update (21/12/2021)
DCEDIY wish to advise all Early Learning and Care and School Aged childcare services that to comply with
public expenditure requirements the date for eligible expenditure for the Grant Programme for Improved
Ventilation and Outdoor Play 2021 is from 13 December 2021 and not 01 December 2021 as was included
in the table ‘Important Dates’ on page 3 of the Guidelines for applicants. The latest date for eligible
expenditure remains unchanged at 30 June 2022.
DCEDIY would like to apologise for the error which appeared in the applicant guidelines and the amended
guidelines can be found HERE.

Grant Programme for Improved Ventilation and Outdoor Play 2021
(16/12/2021)
The Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth Roderic O’Gorman TD, is pleased to
announce a programme of further supports in the form of the December 2021 Covid Response Programme
for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare. The Minister has secured €10 million to support
services improve indoor ventilation and provide mobile HEPA air filtration systems.

Applications will be open from the 16th of December to the 7th of January 2022. Applications cannot be
submitted outside this application window. All applications must be submitted on the HIVE.

The amount of grant which is paid to each Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Service is
based on the number of individual children registered in a service on one or more DCEDIY
programmes on the 24th November 2021. The number of individual children registered will be taken
from Early Years Portal and PIP systems hosted by Pobal.
To be eligible for funding, you must have had at least one registered child on one of the following schemes
on the 24th of November 2021:

• National Childcare Scheme (NCS)
• Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
• Community Childcare Subvention Programme Plus (CCSP)
Payment of the grant:

Payments to approved applicants will commence from the 24th of December and will occur weekly
thereafter. Applicants will be paid 100% of their grant allocation and will receive their payment within 10
working days of submitting their application.

The amount of funding each service is allocated under Grant Programme for Improved Ventilation 2021 is
as follows:
Number of children registered on DECDIY
Programmes
1-49
50-9
100+

Grant Allocation
€
€1,500
€3,000
€4,500

Further information
For further information on the programme rules and how to apply for this grant please read the applicant
guidelines, which is also available on Useful Links.
For a Step by Step guide on how to complete the application on HIVE please read the technical guidelines,
which is also available on Useful Links.

If you require any further clarifications or information, please raise a Service Request in HIVE using the
following categories as appropriate:
•
•
•

Programme: Covid 19 Supports
Request Type: Ventilation
Request Type Details: General

Clarifications (20/12/2021)
DCEDIY have issued the following clarifications with regard to the ventilation and outdoor play grant
programme:
• Providers can apply for funding at any time up to 7 January. The grant will be issued within a week of
application subject to normal eligibility checks. You do not need to have made any purchases or to have
got quotes for items or services before you apply for funding. Funding is being issued in advance of
expenditure, as with the Playing Outside grant in June 2021.
• Any funding which is not spent in accordance with the grant rules by 30 June 2022 will have to be
returned.
• Providers should get three quotes for items or services purchased under the grant scheme. Prices
published on a website can be used as quotes, but please make sure to keep a copy of each quote for
compliance purposes.
• The closing date for applications is 7 January – there will not be any extension of the application period
so providers must get their application in by 5pm on 7 January to benefit from the ventilation and outdoor
play grant. The application process is straightforward and is not time consuming, your local CCC can assist
if required.
Please note:
Please see the link below for a guide to buying and maintaining an air cleaner:
http://fingalcountychildcare.ie/useful-resources/

DCEDIY Notice to ELC and SAC Service Providers on Antigen Test Kits
(14/12/2021)
The Department of Children, Equality, Disabilities, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) wish to inform all Early
Learning and Care (ELC) and School Aged Care (SAC) service providers that the HSE are supporting DCEDIY
to provide antigen test kits for asymptomatic children and staff who are in the same pod as a confirmed
Covid-19 case, as an additional measure to combat Covid-19.
The programme will launch on Wednesday, 15 December. Full details will issue to all providers by e-mail
later today and a letter will be provided for you to give to parents and staff in a pod with a positive
case. The letter includes a Freephone number of the antigen test distribution centre as well as an online
application link. In order for the request to be processed you will need to provide parents/staff with a
Tusla number for your service. This can be found on the Tusla Register for Preschools and on the Tusla
Register for School Age Childcare. Parents cannot apply without the services Tusla number.
A separate dedicated letter for parents’/guardians’ information will be included which should be
forwarded by e-mail to all parents/guardians utilising your service. DCEDIY would appreciate if services can
print this letter if e-mail is not possible or refer parents to the First 5 website.

It is important to note that the HSE distribution centre will not be able to process requests for antigen test
kits for ELC/SAC services until 15 December, and parents and staff should not call the number before
Wednesday to request testing kits.
The antigen testing programme is not mandatory and is at the discretion of staff members and children’s
parents/guardians. Under no circumstances should an ELC/SAC service keep any records related to
children’s participation in the antigen testing programme or share details that may identify the child with
the positive result. No asymptomatic child should be denied access to the ELC/SAC if they choose not to
avail of the voluntary antigen testing programme.
From 15th December, Service Providers seeking information on the rollout of this programme can contact
the Pobal Early Years Provider Centre directly by telephone on 01- 5117222 or by raising a service request
on Hive using the following categories:
• Programme: Covid 19 Supports
• Request Type: Antigen Testing
• Request Type: Details: General
Thank you for your support in implementing these new measures.

Co-payment tool resources on the Early Years Hive (14/12/2021)
In November, a new co-payment tool was launched on the Early Years Hive. You can access the copayment tool under individual child registrations for ECCE and NCS by expanding the yellow dropdown
arrow on the registration and selecting ‘Co-payment Tool’. The co-payment tool:
• Helps providers with calculating a parent’s co-payment amount for registrations/payments for ECCE and
NCS.
• Provides the ability to export the calculated co-payment details into Excel.
The following resources have been added to the Hive to support you with using the co-payment tool:
• The ‘Co-payment and the Co-payment tool’ section of the NCS Fees List guide has been expanded to
include the co-payment tool.
• A new guidance document with 6 case studies for using the co-payment tool is available on this page.
• A new section on the co-payment tool had been added to the NCS FAQ.

Minister O’ Gorman Announcement (10/12/2021)

Minister O'Gorman announces suite of new measures to support the early learning and childcare sector in
latest wave of Covid-19:
•
•
•

€10 million Grant Programme for Improved Ventilation and Other Measures to Reduce
Transmission
Student Temporary Employment
Updated Covid-19 Resource Pack

Read more: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/f83ff-minister-ogorman-announces-suite-of-newmeasures-to-support-the-early-learning-and-childcare-sector-in-latest-wave-of-covid19/?fbclid=IwAR3pIJQ67it6S3s9yanSipWTcoSTsOU0iGGhZwd_GroNJh7MmdEwC8b66qo

Christmas and New Year Payment Dates (10/12/2021)
Please see the below payment dates for Early Years programmes over the Christmas and New Year weeks:
•
•
•
•

17/12/2021 - NCS, CCSP, AIM L7
24/12/2021 - NCS, AIM L7
31/12/2021 - NCS, AIM L7
07/01/2022 - ECCE, NCS, CCSP, AIM L7

Parent Support Centre Christmas and New Year Operating Hours (10/12/2021)
Details of the Parent Support Centre operating hours for Christmas and New Year can be found here:
https://www.ncs.gov.ie/en/contact-us/
The reduced operating hours will take effect from the week beginning Monday, 20 December. Normal
operating hours will resume from Tuesday, 4 January.

Early Years Provider Centre Christmas and New Year Operating Hours
(10/12/2021)
Details of the Early Years Provider Centre operating hours for Christmas and New Year can be found here:
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/contact-us/
The reduced operating hours will take effect from the week beginning Monday, 20 December. Normal
operating hours will resume from Tuesday, 4 January.

NCS and CCSP: End-of-year maintenance announcement (8/12/2021)
As it is coming up to the Christmas holidays and the end of 2021, it may be necessary to make important
changes on your Early Years Hive portal for NCS and on your PIP portal for CCSP.
As such, the following points are covered in this announcement:
•
•
•
•
•
•

NCS Service Calendars (adding closures)
NCS Non-Term hours
NCS weekly returns
NCS Bridging payments
NCS unconfirmed claims
CCSP amending sessions

We advise making any necessary changes as soon as possible to ensure payments under NCS and CCSP are
not affected. The payment dates over this period for all Early Years programmes will be shared via portal
announcement shortly.
NCS Service Calendar (adding closures):
If your service is closed over the Christmas and New Year’s period, you must mark the closures on your
NCS service calendar on the Hive accordingly - this must be done in advance of the Christmas period, NCS
calendars cannot be adjusted retrospectively. You must also note whether it is a subsidised (paid) closure
or not. Services are entitled to up to 10 subsidised closures per programme year.
For guidance on adding closures to your NCS service calendar, please see the ‘How to add a Closure’
heading of the NCS Service Calendar Guide on the Hive and a training video HERE.
Note: If your closure is a paid closure, you must add each day of the closure individually, as there is no
option on the Hive portal to mark the closure as paid if you enter it as a period, the option is present when
adding single days only.
NCS Non-Term Hours:
Non-Term hours can be used to cover the Christmas period for childcare needs when schools/ECCE are
closed. When Non-Term hours are added to an NCS claim, the parent receives a notification on their portal
and needs to be confirmed by them for them to come into effect. For guidance on adding Non-Term hours

to NCS claims, please see the ‘How to add Non-Term hours to an NCS claim’ heading of the NCS Child
Registration Guide on the Hive.
Remember: if you are using the attendance tracker available on the Hive HERE, for Non-term weeks you
will need to update the ‘NCS hours claimed’ column with the child’s Non-Term hours . This will ensure that
the tracker will generate alerts correctly against their attendance. You will need to revert to their term
hours when term resumes.
Important: Changes cannot be made to service calendar opening hours or claimed hours once a return for
that week has been submitted on the Early Years Hive.
NCS Weekly Returns:
As per the NCS Funding Agreement 2021-22, NCS returns must be submitted on the Early Years Hive each
week. Returns become available from the last day (Sunday) of the reporting week and must be completed
by the following Tuesday and are based on the previous week’s attendance.
If a return is not submitted within the required timeframe, all subsidy payments will be suspended until it
is submitted. All service providers should ensure any outstanding returns are submitted before the end of
the year. For guidance on returns, please see the NCS Attendance Returns Guide on the Hive.
If your service is closing over Christmas, returns for these weeks still must be submitted. If you are unable
to submit returns during a closure period, please see the below section on Bridging Payments.
NCS Bridging payments:
A ‘Bridging Payment’ is available to service providers during periods of subsidised closure, if they are
unavailable to submit their weekly NCS return i.e., Christmas holidays, mid-term breaks, etc.
When submitting the NCS return that is two weeks before the subsidised closure period, the Hive
recognises the closure coming up and asks the following: “You have an upcoming closure, do you want to
request a Bridging Payment for the dates from “X” to “Z”? (Yes/No)”
If Yes is selected, the payment is made during the week the service is closed i.e. when they are unable to
submit their returns. The service must then submit “Fast returns” for this period when they return after
the closure.
For guidance on returns, please see the NCS Attendance Returns Guide on the Hive.
NCS unconfirmed claims:
NCS subsidies can only be paid once an application has been successfully completed, the CHICK has been
registered with the childcare provider and the parent has confirmed on their portal that all details are
correct. Please review any unconfirmed claims for your service and request parental confirmation from
applicants who availed of a subsidised NCS place.
For payments to flow, all claim weeks for a child must be confirmed. Therefore, a registration will display
“No” under the Parent Confirmed field until all claim weeks have been confirmed. Where a registration is
displaying “No” it may be that there is an older claim still awaiting parent confirmation. Parent
confirmation only changes to ‘Yes’ when the parent has confirmed all of the claims for the child.
CCSP: Amending Sessions (e.g. if a child is changing levels of service over the Christmas period):
As in previous years If the registration is changing re level of service and needs to be updated, please input
a CCSP Leaver with the date the child is changing service level. A new registration should then be created

with the updated level of service for the appropriate period. Please see pages 14/15 of the below
Registration Guide on PIP Resource:
CCSP 2021-2022 Registrations How to Guide

Notifications/Announcements for Providers
Digital Covid Packs (21/12/2021)
We are writing to you today regarding the importance of continuing to keep ELC and SAC settings safe
during this period of high incidence of COVID-19 and other respiratory infections in the community. It is
vital for parents and staff to be aware of and adhere to public health guidelines to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 in early learning and childcare settings.
To aid with this, the Department has prepared a digital pack containing various resources and information
on the prevention of COVID-19. These posters are in PDF format with the intention that you can email
them to your parents or share through your own social media platforms to raise awareness.
The digital pack contains the following sector specific resources:
1.
2.
3.
4.

COVID-19 Symptoms posters in 6 Languages
Public Health Notice Posters (English and Irish versions)
COVID-19 Symptoms for parents, providers and childminders (English and Irish versions)
Supports available for ELC settings poster (English and Irish versions)

You can find the digital pack and other Covid-19 supports and resources at www.gov.ie/dcediyresources.
The digital pack as well as further resources for practitioners can be found at:
www.first5.gov.ie/guidance/providers-and-practitioners

Minister O’ Gorman’s Message of Appreciation
Minister O’Gorman sends a message of appreciation to providers and staff in ELC and SAC childcare
settings for all their work this year.
Link to the video can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13UUMFvqMko

Nurturing Skills: The Workforce Plan for ELC & SAC
Minister Roderic O’Gorman has launched Nurturing Skills which aims to strengthen the ongoing process of
professionalisation for those working in ELC and SAC.
You can read the full announcement and download the report below:
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c5275-minister-ogorman-launches-nurturing-skills-the-workforceplan-for-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-2022-2028/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/97056-nurturing-skills-the-workforce-plan-for-early-learning-and-careelc-and-school-age-childcare-sac-2022-2028/

Deadline Extended
DECDIY Online Consultation: EU Child Guarantee

In order to ensure the receipt of comprehensive feedback, the closing date for submissions has been
extended to 14 January 2022.
The aim of the European Child Guarantee is to guarantee access of children in need to a set of key
services:
- free access to early childhood education and care
- free access to education
- free access to a healthy meal each school day
- effective access to nutrition
- free access to healthcare
- effective access to adequate housing
DCEDIY is engaging with stakeholders in the preparation of a National Action Plan and seeking their views
of children in need and the barriers faced in accessing and taking up the services covered by the European
Child Guarantee.
More information on how to participate in the consultation here:
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F205723%2F79b5c262-0265-4df6-b39c65a879f33137.pdf&fbclid=IwAR2b07RXo15l9qC8t5MeMKorcAnwEz89X_8Oe1RYyySsoRHow2EbuGX5G_E#
page=null

Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS)

DCEDIY has confirmed that the changes announced to the EWSS yesterday apply to the ELC & SAC sector.
The enhanced rates of supports under the current 5 payment bands and associated rates based on the
employee’s earnings will continue for December 2021 and January 2022.

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/employment/unemployment_and_redundancy/employment_supp
ort_scheme.html?fbclid=IwAR1qIq35PGCgarEYHrPsy4JUsx0Mf4_PPKLQtCZ89WY8Dn1yKU2G-gSxfO0
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1a168-ministers-donohoe-and-mcgrath-announces-update-onbusiness-supports/?fbclid=IwAR3iA917USHLxBFQbZtsBB-DnV1LatY7YyLKRQvl8FwLhYmKdk6z9I7IIF0

Contribute to the new Aistear
Aistear The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework is being updated and you
have an opportunity to contribute. The National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment (NCCA) are holding a consultation with parents and ELC providers,
including online consultation seminars, questionnaires for parents and ELC
providers and the opportunity to make a written submission. A short video
explaining the process and links to all the information you need are provided
below.
•
•
•
•

A short information video: Aistear 2021 with ISL.mp4 on Vimeo
A Link to NCCA webpage for updating Aistear
Links to the online questionnaire, one for professionals and one for parents / guardians
A Link to a form to register an interest in attending a consultation event.

Aistear Christmas Curriculum Planning template
Aistear's Christmas curriculum planning template for toddlers involves observing, listening, talking to and
playing with children as well as organising interesting and fun activities and experiences.
http://www.aistearsiolta.ie/en/planning-and-assessing-using-aistears-themes/resources-forsharing/sample-short-term-curriculum-planning-sample-toddlers.pdf?fbclid=IwAR25HwTG2Z3M5KFOvoFAx35johU97JGgga3bmmElKJE-qW0DC7raKYrj-Pw

Early Childhood Ireland Garda Vetting Update
Early Childhood Ireland has an update on Garda Vetting:
https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/garda-vetting-update-7-december21/?fbclid=IwAR3utv42FBkteRvhx5cTPhSl4dC5J3Y8ANoIKSkc7RbiPyWLpjkMAkwZQw

Parents Plus training

Parents Plus, a charity based in the Mater Hospital, designs evidence-based parenting & mental health
programmes and trains professionals to run them.
Facilitators of the new Healthy Families programme will learn how to support parents to:
• Understand how to improve their family’s health and well-being
• Promote healthy eating and mealtimes
• Incorporate active play and physical activities into their day
• Maintain positive mental health and self-esteem
• Establish good routines for sleep
• Set up rules around technology use at home
• Build positive family relationships
Click on the following link for more information: https://www.parentsplus.ie/parents-plusprogrammes/the-healthy-families-programme-training-for-professionals/

Service Closures
We have been asked what the process is for services, if for whatever reason, they have decided not to reopen in September 2021.
The steps are as follows:
• Inform FCCC via email to info@fingalcountychildcare.ie
• Complete the Cessation of Services form for Tusla
• Inform Pobal & make any necessary changes to registrations on the HIVE.
FCCC will link in with individual services once the notification has been received.

Providers- Have you changed your email address or phone number?
You are required to contact FCCC Information Officer Gina Daly at info@fingalcountychildcare.ie if you have
recently changed your email address or phone number.

Tusla – EY Updates

Tusla’s Signs of Safety e-Learning Programme

Tusla’s Signs of Safety eLearning Programme is now available.
Tusla has developed a child protection e-learning briefing programme for
professionals working with children and families in the community. It has been
developed to support professionals in making referrals or reporting
concerns to Tusla. It will introduce professionals to Tusla’s National Approach to
Practice – Signs of Safety and explain how this is applied at each stage of our work
with children and families- reporting, assessment, and intervention.
The briefing will cover the principles and key components of the approach and detail how Signs of Safety is
applied at every stage of Child Protection and Welfare Work. Through a true to life case study, the viewer
is guided through what they can expect as a referrer when they report a concern, the kinds of questions
they may be asked and how each stage is linked to safety planning.
https://www.tusla.ie/signs-of-safety/

What to Expect from an Early Years Inspection
Tusla has produced a webinar and PowerPoint presentation for providers:
https://youtu.be/FKwiLYw2Rms
Early Years Inspectorate Questions and Answers Document
https://www.tusla.ie/services/preschool-services/elearning-webinars-and-resources/qa-documents/

Updates to TUSLA website
Guide to Inspection in Early Years Services
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/EYI_Guide_to_Early_Years_Inspections_FINAL.docx_.pdf
Pedagogical principles of the Tusla Early Years Inspection process
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/EYI_Underpinning_Pedagogical_Principles_FINAL.PDF
Supporting Quality Early Years Provision Through Registration, Inspection and Enforcement
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/EYI_Supporting_Quality_Early_Years_Provision_FINAL.PDF

Guidance for providers of early years services operating outdoors (we have already asked how services will
complete the registration process/CIC to indicate they are providing completely outdoor provision).
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/EYI_Guidance_for_providers_operating_outdoors_FINAL.pdf

Covid-19 Information

Health Protection
Surveillance Centre

Isolation quick guide for 3 months to 13 years
https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/factsheetsandresources/Isolation%20quick%20guide%20unde
r%2013s.pdf
Isolation quick guide for adults and children over 13 years
https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/factsheetsandresources/Isolation%20quick%20guide%20Adul
ts%20and%20children%20from%20their%2013th%20birthday.pdf
Please find information in relation to the HSE Antigen testing in the link below:
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/testing/antigen-testing/

Please see link below with updated HPSC guidance:
https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/childcareguidance/Guidance%20for%20services%20providing
%20childcare%20services.pdf

Please see link for HSE Memo below:
http://fingalcountychildcare.ie/useful-resources/#
Please see link to Health Protection Surveillance Centre website below:
https://www.hpsc.ie/

Tusla: Covid-19 Notification
It is a legal requirement for early years services to advise Tusla of any notifiable incidents in the service,
including Covid-19 cases. The notification form is below
Tusla Notification form

Additional Information/ Resources

Jobs Board on Fingal CCC website
If you would like to advertise on the FCCC jobs board, please contact FCCC Information Officer Gina Daly at
info@fingalcountychildcare.ie with the relevant details.

Barnardos Publications

•

Sharing Development Concerns with Parents: A Guide for Early Childhood Professionals

This resource offers guidance to early years professionals about how to approach difficult conversations
with parents relating to concerns you have about a possible developmental delay, a sensory or learning
related issue, or a behavioural or emotional issue for a child. The booklet also outlines how you can work
with parents to plan steps for the family to get practical and emotional support.

•

Continuing Professional Development in Early Learning and Care

For newly qualified early childhood professionals, this resource offers guidance about the role of CPD in
your professional and personal life. It includes information about how to identify your learning needs, how
to plan appropriate CPD and how to get the most out of CPD opportunities.

Barnardos Library Membership

We have a special rate for early years providers and childminders. For only €10 per year, you can avail of
library membership. Membership includes the following:
•

Books posted out to members

•

10% discount on Barnardos publications

•

Free e-copy of Barnardos journal Childlinks

•

Monthly members update

Fill out your details here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfwYQEROMJdu8YSQ1z1mSJbB9ZqsPkHaPegN63dNhPqI3yKg/viewf
orm

The last page of the linked form above will bring you to the online shop to pay for your membership.

Barnardos Training
2021 was another very busy year for the training team despite the changing environment, which often
makes it difficult to plan into the future. We are currently planning training events for the new year and
will continue to deliver all our training online for the time being. Webinars planned for the first few
months of 2022 include:
•
•
•
•

Trauma Informed Practice in Early Learning and Care (19th Jan)
An Introduction to Supervision in Early Learning and Care (9th Feb)
Understanding Young Children’s Behaviour (9th Mar)
Making the Most of Supervision Training (7th Feb [3 days])

DCEDIY Early Years e-Bulletin

The December e-Bulletin includes updates from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth, the Department of Education, Pobal & Tusla. A link to the e-Bulletin may be found
here.

Better Start

Quality Practice Query
If you have a specific query about practice, your setting can contact Better Start for information and
advice.
You might be interested in looking at promoting play, how to get the most out of your indoor or outdoor
learning environment, seeking advice on partnership with parents, transitions or other pillars of practice.
One of our team will respond to your practice queries, providing information, advice and guidance to you
based on Síolta and Aistear and government policy such as First 5.
One of our team will then get in touch with you by phone or email to answer your query.
How to send a query request to Better Start: Email your query to quality@betterstart.ie
Include your DCEDIY service reference number and setting name in the subject line.

Cosaint Leanaí- National Child Safeguarding Programme - Early Learning and
Care

www.childsafeguardelc.ie
As you are all aware there is an embargo on training for the foundation level Children’s First. During this
embargo you can encourage staff to avail of the following:
•

Encourage staff who haven’t completed the Tusla eLearning Programme in the last 3 years to do so
https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme/

•

Encourage staff to access the Children First Revision Webinar http://childsafeguardingelc.ie/earlylearning-care-services/

•

Encourage staff to access additional webinars on the National Child Safeguarding Programme website
http://childsafeguardingelc.ie/early-learning-care-services

•

Encourage staff to review and refresh their knowledge by accessing Info Blasts on various topics
http://childsafeguardingelc.ie/category/english/

•

Encourage staff to refresh their knowledge of their own organisation’s Child Safeguarding Policy

•

Review and update your Child Safeguarding documentation using the resources available at
http://childsafeguardingelc.ie/resources-publications/ and on Tulsa’s website
https://www.tusla.ie/services/child-protection-welfare/
;
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Tusla_-_Child_Safeguarding__A_Guide_for_Policy,_Procedure_and_Practice.pdf

The New Children First Website
The Department of Children Equality, Disability Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) have launched a new
Children First website with key information about Children First:
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/63bfb-childrenfirst/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/childrenfirst/&mc_cid=4a43d77231&mc_eid=c039d3d848

National Child Safeguarding Resource Document
Please see below link from the National Child Safeguarding Programme Early Learning and Care website
for the recently launched Child Safeguarding Resource Document.
http://childsafeguardingelc.ie/resources-publications/

Parents Section
Parenting Plus Free Course

Free course Parenting Plus
Parenting when Separated Programme

On line ( January 2022)
(Working under COVID 19 Guidelines)
Facilitated by Bridgett Johnson Barnardos
A practical and positive evidence-based course for parents, who are preparing for, going through or
have gone through a separation or divorce.
Family separation can put extra stress on both parents and children and brings new challenges. The
Parenting when Separated Programme is a six week course that highlights practical steps parents can
take to help their children cope and thrive as well as coping successfully themselves.
The course covers;
➢ Solving co-parenting problems in a positive way that focus on the needs of children.
➢ Coping with the emotional impact of separation and learn stress management technique.
➢ Help children cope with the impact of the separation both emotionally and practically.
➢ Enhance communication with their children and with their children’s other parent.
For booking/enquiries, please contact Bridgett Johnson on 0864613570.

Tusla Parenting E-learning Courses
The new online course for parents developed by the Tusla National
Parenting Working group in collaboration with parents is called
“Relationships are key”. It provides parents with reassurance, guidance
and expert advice and the course aims to support parents and all carers
to form stronger and more positive relationships with their young
children. Parents are invited to work through the course in their own
time and at their own pace. They can pick and choose topics that are of
interest to them or are more relevant to them at a particular time.
https://www.tusla.ie/services/family-community-support/parenting-information/parentinginformation-fsa

Access and Inclusion Model (AIM)

The goal of AIM is to create a more inclusive preschool environment so all children, regardless of ability,
can benefit from quality early learning & care. The newly designed AIM website gives parents information
on the AIM programme, supports offered, and how to apply.
The link below will bring you to the website for parents: https://aim.gov.ie/parents

Questionnaire for Parents

The NCCA is updating Aistear and holding a consultation, closing date 31st December.
The questionnaire for parents is an opportunity to give your views about what is working well with Aistear
and what might need enhancing or updating.
Click here to complete the questionnaire:
https://surveyhero.com/c/-parents

Fingal County Childcare Committee Website

FCCC website is updated daily with a broad range of information that is
relevant to the early years and school age sectors in Fingal. Under LATEST
NEWS you will find DCYA Updates, PIP Announcements, On-line Training,
Information for parents and other topics that FCCC believes would be of
interest to you, your staff, and your parents.
It is of particular importance is that providers regularly read and understand
the most up to date FAQ’s and PIP Announcements and if clarifications are
required, please contact FCCC at (01) 4851727 or contact a staff member from
the list on Page 1 above.

