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FCCC staff are available via phone & email (Please see below). 

o Gina Daly, Programme Information Officer 
Ph: 087-1972084 or email gina@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

 
o Mairead Tucker, Lead Development Officer Swords and Surrounding Areas 

Ph: 087 7477553 Email: mairead@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

 
o Eimear Furlong, Development Officer, Balbriggan and Surrounding Areas (Currently on Maternity Leave – contact 

info on 01 4851727/info@fingalcountychildcare.ie ) 
Ph: 087-1884191 or email eimear@fingalcountychildcare.ie  
 
o Nicola McKernan, Development Officer, Dublin 15, and Surrounding Areas 
Ph: 087 6025263 or email nicola@fingalcountychildcare.ie  
 
o Karen Comiskey- Development Officer (Core Funding Support Lead) 
Ph: 087 4705805 or email Karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie 
 

O    Aoife Ball, Development Officer (AIM & Ukrainian Support Lead).   
Ph: 087 3429757 Email: aoife@fingalcountychildcare.ie  
 
o Sarah McKenna, Childminding Development Officer (CMDO) 

Ph: 087-4485558 or email sarah@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

 
o Helen Campbell, Finance & Office Manager 

Ph: 087 104 5197 or email helen@fingalcountychildcare.ie   
 
o Linda Sammon, Finance Officer 

Ph: 087-7882688 or email linda@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

 
o Adrienne Doyle, Operations Manager 

Ph: 087- 9217918 or email adrienne@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

Welcome to our weekly 

bulletin. 

These are the deadlines, 

important dates, and 

announcements and new 

resources for the week 6th – 

10th May 2024. 
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Notes from FCCC  

The FCCC team will be visiting P&T groups, Libraries and Shopping centres in the Fingal area to provide 

information, advice and support to Parents and Childminders in relation to all areas of childcare. Keep an eye 

on our FB page for upcoming dates. 

 

 

Fingal CCC have set up a network group ( community of professionals) 

The goal of this network is to offer support to each other and share ideas. It will be the role of Fingal CCC to facitiliate 
this group in the beginning. The vision is down the line to hand it over to the network group.  
To begin with we hope to be meeting once a month or as the group requests. These meetings can be online, face to face 
or in each others serivces.  
You all have  a wealth of knowledge when it comes to ELC and SAC but it can often be isolating or lonely if you are on 
your own. This group creates a support network for all who join it.  
The topics will vary and will be driven by what the group want to discuss or would like more knowledge on.  
We have set up a whatsapp group and plan to meet again in March.  
We have planted the seed and would love your help in making this grow 

  

For more information please email: karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie or call : 0874705806 

Latest COPP NEWS: 

With the good weather finally arriving our community of professional will be having a lunch time chat next week. We hope 

to discuss the topic of outdoor play/environment.  

Please see a nice activity that may interest your service.  

 

Get children outdoors to play and learn, on Outdoor Classroom Day and all year round! 

 

mailto:karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie
https://outdoorclassroomday.com/#contact-form-guardian


 
 

 

We will also be discussing wellness and how you can look after yourself. Sharing ideas and tip. 

The next meeting in online on 23rd May 1.00-2.00 pm for anyone to join. New members welcome  

See link:  Link to COPP Lunchtime Chat   

FCCC Training  

 

Introduction to Síolta, Aistear and the Practice Guide 
 

FCCC is delighted to announce that they are hosting an Introduction to Síolta, Aistear and the Practice Guide 
workshop. 

This workshop is aimed at practitioners who would like to increase their understanding of and familiarity with 
the Aistear Síolta practice guide and is a prerequisite for NSAI Aistear and Play CPD delivered through Better 
Start Quality Development Service. 

This workshop and all NSAI training and CPD supports are eligible quality improvement activities for Core Fund-
ing Quality Action Plans 
 
 

 

DATE TIME VENUE 

Wednesday 29th May 2024  6.00-9.00pm FCCC offices  
Digital Office Centre Dublin Airport 
Balheary Road K67 E5A0 Swords 

 
To book a place click on the link :  
 
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-siolta-aistear-and-the-practice-guide-tickets-
901577311007  

 
 

This session is free and limited to 20 participants and 1 place per service. 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253aa18c033bc8d8455786ff33d1514743f6%2540thread.tacv2%2F1715185060098%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a7ece88a-2c67-4916-878f-ae65ff6f482c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522853af89d-3a17-4833-a484-d189f369b634%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CKaren%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7Cfa95db1c1f4d44b6e34408dc700032e8%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638508393383450178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rQdzCGyqBzddy0cr3DbkSctiEXRTcOhImTjoGMgs3T8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-siolta-aistear-and-the-practice-guide-tickets-901577311007
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https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/w/well-being.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 
 

 

Click on the eventbrite link below to book a place  

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/everyday-spaces-training-for-early-yearssac-educators-

childminders-tickets-901324735547 
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Better Start Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) Online Information 
Session for Parents 

 
Fingal County Childcare Committee has always focused on ensuring that parents in Fingal are kept informed and supported 

throughout their child’s time attending an Early Years’ Service. 

 

The Better Start Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) which was unveiled in June 2016 is a model of supports designed to 

ensure that children with additional support needs can access the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. 

The goal is to empower both service providers and parents working together to ensure children have access to an inclusive 

pre-school experience, and that every child can fully participate in the ECCE programme and reap the benefits of quality 

early years care and education. 

 

FCCC will be hosting an online session presented by The Better Start team to ensure that parents are knowledgeable and 

confident when engaging in the application process in partnership with an Early Years’ Service.  

 

 

DATE TIME FINGAL AREA 

(Register on Eventbrite to attend) 

 

Friday May 24th 2024 

 

Online via Teams 

10.00am to 11.30am 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/aim-
information-session-for-parents-of-
ecce-children-tickets-
899785441477 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/aim-information-session-for-parents-of-ecce-children-tickets-899785441477
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Better Start Access and Inclusion Model (AIM)  

Online Refresher information session for Early Years Practitioners 
and Providers 

 
Fingal County Childcare Committee has always focused on ensuring that early year’s providers in Fingal are kept informed 

of matters that influence high quality provision and practice for the sector.  

 

The Better Start Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) which was unveiled in June 2016 is a model of supports designed to 

ensure that children with additional needs can access the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. Its goal 

is to empower service providers to deliver an inclusive pre-school experience, ensuring that every child can fully partici-

pate in the ECCE programme and reap the benefits of quality early years care and education. 

 

FCCC will be hosting an online session in collaboration with the Better Start team within Fingal to ensure that early year’s 

settings are confident when applying through the AIM process. The online session will be specifically for services with: 

• New staff in the service 

• Will be engaging with AIM for the first time. 

• Wish to refresh on the objectives and levels of AIM. 

 

DATE TIME FINGAL AREA 

(Click on the link below to register your 

place on Eventbrite) 

 

Thursday 23rd May 2024  

 

5.30pm to 7pm 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/aim-infor-

mation-session-for-early-years-providers-

practitioners-tickets-899775762527 
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DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES: 

  

For your information 

 

Core Funding Reporting Requirement Year 1  

The Core Funding Reporting Requirement for year 1 consists of an Income and Expenditure report. The completed re-

port will be submitted on a new portal which will open in two stages.  

 Stage 1 – Providers should have received an from support@cfcrrs.ie.  If you haven’t and after checking your junk mail, 

contact Karen on Mobile: 0874705806| Email: karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

 The email will contain a link that will take you directly to the registration portal where you will register and link your 

accountant. This registration is to facilitate the submission of the completed Income and Expenditure Template by your 

Accountant.   

Stage 2- The portal will be open on or before the 31st of May to accept completed Income and Expenditure report tem-

plates.   

26th June 2024 is the Income and Expenditure report submission deadline. 

Further information is available on Hive> Resources> Programme Documents> Core Funding documents> Core Funding 

financial reporting requirement year 1.  

 

 

Tuesday 7th May: 
Core Funding May Review and Confirm opened  
Friday 17th May: 
Core Funding May Review and Confirm closes 
Friday 31st May:   
Early Years Annual Sector Profile closes 
Friday 26th June 2024:  
Deadline for submission of Core Funding Financial Reporting   
Monday 2nd September: 
NCS subsidy change 

mailto:support@cfcrrs.ie
mailto:karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie


 
 

Below are links to 2 useful how-to videos.  

DCEDIY Service Provider Guide Core Funding Contractual requirements reporting system (5 mins) 

DCEDIY Accountant Guide Core Funding Contractual requirements reporting system (4 mins) 

Core Funding May Review and Confirm 

May Review and Confirm opened on Tuesday 7th May and remains open until Friday 17th May 2024. This process in-

volves services reviewing their service profile and their most recent core funding application to either confirm that no 

changes have occurred or to submit an application change. This process ensures that core funding payments continue to 

be paid to partner services. 

FCCC Core funding support 

If you have any question or need support please contact: Karen Comiskey, Development Officer – Core Funding:    Mobile: 

0874705806| Email: karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

Pilot Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF)  
The new Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) pilot, launched by Minister O Gorman in December last year, will open for 

Early Years Educators to make applications in May 2024, for the academic year 2024/2025. Those wishing to make an 

application in May must be working with children in a Tusla registered ELC/SAC service for the last 6 months (before 

their application). The service must also have a current Core funding contract with the DCEDIY.    

From 1st May 2024, applicants with a current application/offer for 2024/25 entry to a Level 7/8-degree course approved 

by the Qualification Advisory Board (QAB) eligible for NSLF should email Pobal, at NSLF@pobal.ie to request a link to the 

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund Student Portal. 

Further information, including the list of approved courses and the application process are available at gov - Nurturing 

Skills Learner Fund (www.gov.ie) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://youtu.be/7jmZjeo5ut4?feature=shared?rel=0
http://youtu.be/33eiMG0DEH8?feature=shared?rel=0
mailto:karen@fingalcountychildcare.ie
mailto:NSLF@pobal.ie
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpublication%2Fa9351-nurturing-skills-learner-fund%2F%3Freferrer%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2FNurturingSkillsLearnerFund%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C132923f6b1d14cd1344d08dc65d89019%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638497228007063020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Qt9KGy8A9UVTWJtQulM7L9DIsJ3ZvH7SvjaV7O%2Fiwk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpublication%2Fa9351-nurturing-skills-learner-fund%2F%3Freferrer%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2FNurturingSkillsLearnerFund%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C132923f6b1d14cd1344d08dc65d89019%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638497228007063020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Qt9KGy8A9UVTWJtQulM7L9DIsJ3ZvH7SvjaV7O%2Fiwk%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

AIM Level 4,5 & 7 Go Live Dates 
Please note that the AIM Level 4, 5 & 7 application process for programme call 2024/25 are now open. 

  
Important Information  

Services are reminded to submit any relevant AIM application at least three months prior to a child’s planned start date in 
ECCE.  

A how-to video for AIM Level 5 will be available on the resources page linked below.  

Better Start / AIM how-to videos  - Service Provider Portal (ncs.gov.ie)  

Should you have any queries in relation to the AIM programme, please contact the Early Years Provider Centre (EYPC) by 
raising a Request on Hive using the following categories: 

• Programme: (select the AIM level) 

• Request type: Application 

• Request type detail: How To 
 

 

 



 
 

 
Increase to NCS Subsidy Rate 

Please see the below important update for ELC/SAC providers on the increase to the minimum subsidy rate & certain 

sponsor rates for the National Childcare Scheme (NCS).  

 

NCS subsidy change  

As previously communicated, from 2 September 2024, the minimum rate for NCS subsidies will increase from €1.40 to 

€2.14.  

There will be no change to sponsor rate for children aged 0-52 weeks however, the remaining sponsor rates will have 

the max rate increased to €5.30 as demonstrated below.  

  Current Max Rate   New Max Rate   

1 to 2 years   €5.00   €5.30   

3+ years   €4.54   €5.30   

School Age   €4.31   €5.30  

  

The increase, which was introduced by Minister Roderic O’Gorman as part of Budget 2024 measures, means that if par-

ents are in receipt of a subsidy which is less than the maximum, they will receive a higher subsidy towards their childcare 

fees.  

Awards will be recalculated with this new rate and updated accordingly. This will affect existing claims. Service providers 

do not need to modify the claim if the hours are remaining the same. 

 

Identifying affected claims 

To assist with identifying which NCS claims in your service have been impacted, a new page called ‘Budget 2024 Claims 

affected’ will be available on the Early Years Hive from 3rd May 2024. This page will be under the NCS section of the Pro-

grammes menu on Hive and will display the claims that will change during the uplift process. 

Please note that the uplift process may take up to 8 days from next week and not all of the claims will be available on 

this page from day one. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fbudget2024claimsaffected%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C5da50af586604fbd49c008dc70e72759%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638509385348995493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fjmubLlaHJFm9TYPf0TbNu9I9ssZbn7iIXEqHIGleY8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fbudget2024claimsaffected%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C5da50af586604fbd49c008dc70e72759%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638509385348995493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fjmubLlaHJFm9TYPf0TbNu9I9ssZbn7iIXEqHIGleY8%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

 

 
 
Consultation on Action Plan for Administrative and Regulatory Simplification for the Early Learning and Care and 
School Age Childcare (ELC/SAC) Sector 
Minister Roderic O’Gorman, the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY), will be 
hosting several consultation events throughout the country to hear the views of a wide range of stakeholders on the Ac-
tion Plan for Administrative and Regulatory Simplification for the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare 
(ELC/SAC) Sector. 
The consultation events will take place on the following dates and locations: 

City / Town Location Date 

Cork Clayton Hotel, Lapps Quay 20 May 2024 

Mullingar Annebrook House Hotel 22 May 2024 

Dublin Morrison Hotel 23 May 2024 

Galway Connaught Hotel 27 May 2024 

Kilkenny Springhill Hotel 30 May 2024 

Cavan Hotel Kilmore 05 June 2024 

  
Open consultation with parents, service providers, parental and provider representative bodies and other key sectoral 
stakeholders are essential to the development of the Action Plan. 
  
DCEDIY ask that all those interested in attending the events to RSVP by Monday 13th May 2024 by email-
ing EYGov@equality.gov.ie, listing names, contact details, and organisation (if applicable), as well as noting their pre-
ferred location. 
 
 

Dear Service Provider, 

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 

  
On 8 December 2023, in line with commitments in Nurturing Skills: The Workforce Plan for Early Learning and Care 
and School-Age Childcare, 2022-2028 Minister O’Gorman, announced a pilot of a new Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 
(NSLF). The new fund aims to assist early year’s educators to pursue early learning and care (ELC) qualifications 
that have been approved by the Qualifications Advisory Board (QAB) while continuing to work in the sector.  

  
As of 1 May 2024, Pobal are inviting expressions of interest from early years educators via email to  NSLF@pobal.ie. 
Emails will begin to issue on the 3 May 2024 containing a link to register on the NSLF Student Portal to those who 
have expressed an interest. 
It is very important for staff to be made aware of the opening of the expressions of interest date as this 
new Fund aims to assist early years educators to pursue early learning and care (ELC) qualifications . 

  
Detailed information around eligibility, conditions, and rules for the pilot NSLF can be found 
on www.gov.ie/NurturingSkillsLearnerFund. 

  
Regards 
The Early Years Team 

mailto:EYGov@equality.gov.ie


 
 

Temporary arrangements for students to work in settings during the summer period 
In light of the current staffing pressures in early learning and care (ELC) and school-age childcare (SAC) services, as a 
temporary measure specifically to help services with short-term staffing shortages over the summer period, the DCEDIY 
has arranged an accelerated process for assessment of equivalence with the level 5 minimum qualification requirement 
for students currently enrolled on a recognized level 6, 7 or 8 course.  For further details on this please see relevant doc-
umentation attached. 
 
file:///C:/Users/nmckernan/Downloads/Temporary_arrangements_jobs_board_and_fast_track.pdf  
 
 
https://www.gov.ie/en/form/d4cb3-student-fast-track-application-form-for-temporary-permission-to-practise/  
 

 

 
 

Better Start Quality Development Service 
Better Start Quality Development Service have recently developed a new promotional video.  To access the video click 
on the following link: https://www.betterstart.ie/the-quality-development-service/  
 
 

Annual Early Years Sector Profile (AEYSP). 
 
Dear Early Learning and Childcare Services,  
Updated Service Profile available shortly on the Early Years Hive 
An updated Service Profile will be available on the Early Years Hive shortly.   
Below outlines the changes you can expect to see: 
New Facility Section 
A new section has been added to the Service Profile to capture and update information in relation to your facility. This 
section contains new mandatory questions, as well as questions originally included in the Annual Early Years Sector Pro-
file (AEYSP).  
Therefore, where possible questions in the facility section will pre-populate with information that was captured when a 
service completed the 2022/2023 Annual Early Years Sector Profile. All other questions will be blank and will be manda-
tory for services to complete. 
For any service that did not complete the 2022/2023 Annual Early Years Sector Profile, all facility questions will be man-
datory to complete. 
Updated Staff Section 
Deputy Manager. There is now a new option under staff type for services to capture the Deputy Manager(s) within their 
service. 
Where a service has previously captured their Deputy Manager(s) under the Out of Ratio staff type option, these will 
need to be reviewed and created under the new Deputy Manager staff type. Deputy Manager will no longer be in an op-
tion under the Out of Ratio staff type going forward. Where a service has their Deputy Managers listed as Out of Ratio, 
this Job Title will now appear blank, and services should deactivate these records. 
Services should also review their existing staff included on their Service Profile and where a Deputy Manager is listed 
currently as an In Ratio staff member, they should change them accordingly to reflect their correct staff type of Deputy 
Manager where applicable. 
 

file:///C:/Users/nmckernan/Downloads/Temporary_arrangements_jobs_board_and_fast_track.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/form/d4cb3-student-fast-track-application-form-for-temporary-permission-to-practise/
https://www.betterstart.ie/the-quality-development-service/


 
 

Staff Types 
Additional changes to the drop-down options under staff type have also been made with Owner-Operator/Sole-Trader 
being removed and Relief/Cover Staff (Not Assigned to a room) and Student Placement/Volunteer being added. 
Staff Information 
There are a number of questions relating to staff, originally included and captured in the Annual Early Years Sector Pro-
file, that will now be captured in the Service Profile. The questions are mandatory, and you are required to review and 
update for all existing staff members. 
Please note it is the responsibility of the Partner Service to ensure their Service Profile is accurate and up to date. 
There will be a detailed Service Profile guidance document available shortly on the Early Years Hive to provide support 
for services. 
Regards,   
The Early Years Team   

 
 

Vacancy Survey  

A nationwide vacant capacity survey is now taking place through the Childcare Committees. The survey is designed to gain 
valuable information on where there are vacant places and capacity across the country. The survey (which should take 
between 5 and 10 minutes of your time) aims to capture two categories of data:  

1. Do you currently have any vacant places and in which age categories. (A vacant place means availability five days per 
week)  

2. Are you currently operating at your Tusla registered capacity, and do you expect this to change by September 2024 and 
if so, why?  
We would be grateful if you could take the time to complete the survey, even if you are operating at full capacity and have 
no vacancies, we would appreciate you making a return as we have been asked to get a response from 100% of our service 
providers. If you have queries about the survey or need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you in 
advance for your time and cooperation.   
 

 
 
OECD Starting Strong Teaching and Learning International Survey 
Dear Provider, 
 
The 2024 OECD Starting Strong Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS Starting Strong) is closing soon. This is 
your last chance to complete the survey and voice your opinion on the working conditions and training needs of early 
years educators. 
 
The CSO selected a sample of services that is representative of the wider sector to take part in the survey. Those se-
lected to take part will have been contacted by the CSO over the last number of months. 
Thank you to all the service providers who returned their listing forms and to all of the managers and educators who 
have completed the survey so far.  
 
If you, or any managers and educators in your setting, were asked to complete the survey and you have not already 
done so, please remember to complete it as soon as possible. This will be your last opportunity to do so. 
 
As a final step in the process, the CSO will be distributing tracking forms for you to complete to help indicate the level of 
participation in your setting. 



 
 

 
Those selected to participate can access support from the CSO, using the contact details provided below: 
 
Gemma O’Connell Duff: Telephone: (+353) 21 453 5110. Email: talis@cso.ie 
 
Further information on TALIS Starting Strong can be found at https://www.cso.ie/en/surveys/talisstartingstrong/ 
 
Regards,Early Years Division 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Childcare priovider, 

This is a notification that National Beep Beep Day 2024 will take place on Friday, 11 October, during Irish Road Safety 

Week. 

At a later date, you will receive an additional notification outlining when the online ordering facility will be open.  This 

facility will detail what can be ordered.  It is important that childcare providers place their orders for RSA Beep Beep Day 

packs without delay to have them in time for National Beep Beep Day.  

Preschools can order high visibility vests this year as well as Simon and Friends booklets and posters all of which are 

invaluable when practising basic road safety skills with the children.   

Should you have any queries or difficulties, please feel free to email education@rsa.ie . 

Kind Regards, Regina 

 
 
 

Critical Incidents in Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Services: Planning 
and Responding  
All Early Learning and Care (ELC) and school Age Childcare (SAC) services are required to 
have a service level Critical Incident Plan as outlined in the Tusla Quality and Regulatory 
Framework (QRF) and the National Quality Guidelines for School Age Childcare Services. A 
guide has been developed from previous guidance on critical incidents plan 
ning, including the Critical Incident Plan Toolkit and the extensive work of the National 
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), to support ELC and SAC services to think about 
and plan for critical incidents and to have practical supports in place should it be neces-
sary to respond to a critical incident. https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Critical_Inci-
dent_Plan_English_Feb2012.pdf  

 

mailto:talis@cso.ie
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cso.ie%2Fen%2Fsurveys%2Ftalisstartingstrong%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C976c0811aec64ac5167508dc6a8ff88a%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638502413784737806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5aYl3CS9%2F2JLFYe4oE2aBk2QfE2fcTqHJBHevfXDDjU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:education@rsa.ie
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Critical_Incident_Plan_English_Feb2012.pdf
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Critical_Incident_Plan_English_Feb2012.pdf


 
 

 

Viral Infections: HSE Guidance for the ELC Sector 
 
Guidance  
 

 

 

Measles outbreak  

In recent months there has been a rise in cases of measles in parts of the UK and Europe. On 7th February the HSE reported 
the death of an adult with confirmed measles. This is the first confirmed measles case notified in Ireland in 2024. The HSE 
is writing to ask for your support in raising awareness among parents, guardians and staff about:  

•  Watching out for the symptoms of measles  

• The importance of the MMR vaccine in protecting children.  
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/our-priority-programmes/child-health-and-wellbeing/hse-measles-
a4-poster.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 

Tusla have published a regulatory notice related Services that are found to be Operating Outside of Registration 
See Link to this notice : Booklet 
 
 
 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fchildcareonline.ie%2Fviral-infections-hse-guidance-for-elc%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0XMw1J9jqtZZzC_msDRMRqo2VPRLb_BpGZJQlMCs0FUan3thj3IZhg0_4&h=AT198PQdtxXbUlfdVrNIKC2ECYIeGAG0VjAz9EfW1UlGfIUo_RN_mwK5qttm3Dn0-Ho38XQAH8aJigPszGUJWKvncvqj2bzWAT100sCWAAydNAv-ns8zmxU6iKp14LLoeD84&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2cFXpJGBv0o-hvMUlVLyNKQWkErdiA53TvKAXNM-W6WVElVdNfE1Gq2xyxluB-v8i1SqcDfWnwrB6f2cPrEGCX4o9Klw5_HvAV3NUIHam8pfNaDepRD5bgfWgkwOQRUqdqgTtnvhR5o35O-4DGRq_FVyzfrzMF7g4LyYw3665fo1D5TTJ6OKI-jlb-SeYXQrKkXiT3H4Kl
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/our-priority-programmes/child-health-and-wellbeing/hse-measles-a4-poster.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/our-priority-programmes/child-health-and-wellbeing/hse-measles-a4-poster.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fservices%2Fpreschool-services%2Fearly-years-providers%2Fregulatory-notices%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1_Jrk02lM87zDzJS80X5J1OSpPsXgmbZ4ZNewhAnwaxGDktT7_TgFHljE_aem_ASXc3mggWGtkaa9QJQ0yqR-lCcmCmuMCJPl2uVYjGgm9AnLD1TxGxsCbRaqv4wXG1AubIIS7QPVlgg8lfkUXRJXE&h=AT1yUxobWI3guQ3Z4A-atD37AVIWWWCHGmDEq71ECM384jgsNpD9xtjzHKbojwR02P1sp_xLl0jjXtab5rYX8F-fEQuHWn68dwTLMBqpl3xQe5ikVjmipRE3nZF4UjsoGM4t&__tn__=-UK*F&c%5b0%5d=AT2URA7Ea_Rn6iPr_KSvD5SHkTB1ItL4PQSx719YV3M1i0FZ0XlOLwRfgySuDrgZCriBooSB1E9k99XpHx1Eb0WVYkqdyS_-gwS6TNEUu_jik9AV4Q08_fLVrI5UzZ5q2Wm4vch3n8lxWsf0cxHZSzQpGR45mdPvIl972WkMy-KChdle65uKWPyeEgQ0Pzm_L68yR4oKCBxIVWPsyp4sEiRPwMVYLM4MLu3W


 
 

 
 
 

If approval is required for the new academic year starting September 2024, please note the timeframes to submit 
applications to the Early Years Inspectorate:  

    New service applications: 1 June 2024 

    Change in circumstances applications: 1 July 2024 

 
change in circumstances 

 

 
 

Barnardos are delighted to share the news that registration for this year’s Barnardos Big Toddle is now OPEN! 
Would you like to sign up your childcare setting, creche, preschool or toddler group? 

The Barnardos Big Toddle is a fun half-mile sponsored walk for crèche and pre-school aged children. This 
year we’re very proud to be celebrating 21 years of Big Toddle fun and fundraising. 

Click here for more details: Big Toddle 2024 – Barnardos https://www.barnardos.ie/how-you-can-help/fund-
raising/fundraising-events/big-toddle/  

Once you register, we’ll send you out your Big Toddle packs, full of activities and games for everyone. 

We look forward to having you support us this year. 

Happy Toddling. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fuploads%2Fcontent%2FEYI-GDE07.1_New_Applications_and_Change_in_Circumstances_.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1d3sOEBylgv0bvtz3KxT1y8djDmhtVRkEPg8hSwOzoRXMJyQ401jdqU8M_aem_AWkG0tzzMUZW6G11qrloGgO27T8_9Cg2E0e0dOLz8q7HVIpTq7nQZGaMb1dZcOoChHKH4bGPO88xyfyTOQYnPNan&h=AT3oQ_rpigjhS75hHhFq8qRpdiUctFXvs9fSZ6lGHvwR1yclDt2N04M3BVtbkF9G6P_RKqmxwgdm12hLMlgirxBLhBI7BdcW6nU4guy9y61MRgeOAJR_ZaLHhCFPtC3CVcF0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0mWIq314n2d8R2wMRYv-7UWx-XVzii7NZ478qvUIYgsoCKKch12qMKedbb5xKIGL1XjWZula1k6eAbw3WBhIMhXLa89U1D9savermWiiYnPYGpygbxuznqfkXsiwphfWuZ7SuCQ1TZwx_cce_5bJAAWmkCWrMqqOgbxQNvEPyc9obsvefJBRB8EQjLmv8jkYqdjGIua1w7
https://www.barnardos.ie/how-you-can-help/fundraising/fundraising-events/big-toddle/
https://www.barnardos.ie/how-you-can-help/fundraising/fundraising-events/big-toddle/


 
 

For Childminders 
*Now full but we have a waiting list so be sure to put your name on this if interested in  
Attending should there be any cancelations* 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

For Parents  

 
Dear Parents, 

We hope this message finds you well. At National Parents Council, we understand the paramount importance of nurturing 

your child's positive mental health and wellbeing, especially during the crucial first five years of life. 

 In collaboration with St Patrick's Mental Health Services, we are delighted to introduce a program tailored to support 

parents in fostering their young child's mental health and wellbeing right at home. We're excited to announce that we will 

be hosting free online webinars during the week of May 13th. These sessions will be interactive, allowing you to actively 

participate and engage with fellow parents. 

 Dates: May 13th - March 17th 

Time: 10 am and 7:30 pm sessions available 

Duration: Approximately 1 hour 

 Places are limited and will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 Secure your spot now for free by registering through this link 

 Key Elements of the Program: 

• Meeting your child's needs: Understanding how everyday interactions can positively impact your child's mental 

health. 

• Coping with challenges: Helping your child manage emotions and deal with obstacles effectively. 

• Nurturing your relationship: Building and strengthening the bond between you and your child. 

• Building resilience: Equipping your child with tools to bounce back from setbacks. 

• Children's Rights: Empowering your child to lead a mentally healthy life. 

• Five Ways to Wellbeing: Practical strategies to promote mental wellbeing in children. 

 This program is designed to empower parents with valuable insights on supporting their children's mental health through 

everyday interactions. We encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to gain valuable knowledge and skills in 

supporting your child's mental health journey. 

 Warm Regards, 

National Parents Council 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FEYMH_May2024&data=05%7C02%7Cnicola%40fingalcountychildcare.ie%7C7c76b177e395402cabbc08dc70d0a3ff%7Ca7ece88a2c674916878fae65ff6f482c%7C0%7C0%7C638509288612001508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGIY6cspwf6vWsCeeVwmpQgpAvDhdXY9yieSl3vYHa8%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 

 

 
Remember NCS subsidies are not automatically renewed! Each NCS award has an end date, and you must 

renew your application before this date, and give the new CHICK to your provider, to keep receiving a 

subsidy for your child. Check out our full Renewal Guide at: https://bit.ly/44a1zRy 
 
 

 
 

Mother Tongues is conducting a survey aimed at parents who are raising bilingual babies and toddlers: 
Click to open survey - Survey 
 

 
 
 

ECCE - Frequently Asked Questions for Parents 
Published by Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 

FAQ 
 

https://bit.ly/44a1zRy?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0MQj1OvLdtWbfzQpwt-qBhZ4eljLN2OZNEj6fK7HU-rBOkoz5nCT5S7K0_aem_AfcaV3nxqXXjKfdt9NGm2pNhCnuBpQ4XIPxcOt-VcdYOyaZ32rEryjzETsN_JOAj1DhGnRPcD6PRyOWqxARAbGap
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmothertongues.ie%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2rEWPHN7Kg8VAts34ql16mgJr4ZkyGi_APp_-dknSXpBC2XNGhAT4ASEY&h=AT0JZjlGQvNU16Qri6ly4SkMCJNs88VA_DyG8heRIZ7Xs6T4iKsJO_UJ112ZAhY6Jgc926ZaX8mw6Wjx48YXOilrF5JKDdZWsREERd2ajvtwpiOco4TdV3TERUb4Az5gNhN1&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1P7U1tlCCr0yyw7P3aChGKY6D3v8advPwkdHIccbLucEyjecJKekFeKcKTROmOUAAXlXBryhNjN9ECJJhVK6D8GAIuCxbO6d9dovnLkEG_BD4GiZVM07P1cn6484pmpSSuWizNlFdre9dxEDeoWyO0BuzgMrLrAKIxZONMBEqESD1iM33utQUYMdO2oJbiiOCFiq-a9Dkb
https://www.facebook.com/dcediy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXbasI9jOCWWPaz8heNmwjodXy8sdrxTPi-XQEPkLV8nVGXPW1zqRy1gGa4UDc62Y_6kMDvZp1-53cLHpv1v14X_z7didpXKPyXEhbhD4OqZjsWhbDCbpjVk8jAmU6ANhVeVMCNf3RcGYUyyUMcpfogy7hpLsHVAXeXeQOnJxXiw6ufhKZ24ub-yyP_J0hpzno&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fpdf%2F%3Ffile%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fassets.gov.ie%252F285400%252F3570c5a8-204e-4e40-9d85-25a19165305d.pdf%26fbclid%3DIwAR07kwYv_Qjthh1RAilgiimmJoU_Xq0u1i8KnPcbpq4sBn_tmJHvegpJYU0&h=AT0Dryg9-6c6-6LmRyei6175xeSVLGNc9dTWpRRYBD2bOy1_nnBFlyaW5QOUjx5IyDS1ccvrkrRcZyRLKz7jV5A3m0Q-WijQ5BLNYmvBfWMLLozKtP44iQ-EmwNk4SlMdZD2&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT10MKEx5WsbUQbWSnz-3NEbCU4CdUmUL9HEWeGW39vegd4oR0tE15jigupkR05ZiwifCVCx8SExwDj8BpkaUx2wmitbmXHVrfstKVoLiQWEGBmv4nrZ0KPIRzJJQUVCNgaJWMh3YvkJxyM7sNiiExBrUcGysKDJ1noN4oRhS40OTcRD-QkRPPg9dMFdLIJ6u6eREmBoQkff


 
 

 

 
Supporting Parents - A New Website from DCEDIY/Ag Tacú le Tuismitheoirí - Suíomh Gréasáin Nua ó DCEDIY 
Supporting Parents - A new information and advice resource for all stages of parenthood from DCEDIY. Parenting is 
rewarding and challenging. But, whatever age your child is and no matter how experienced you are, all parents will 
benefit from a little support and advice. There's lots of information out there. The Supporting Parents initiative is 
bringing together trusted, high quality resources in one place, to help you navigate your parenting journey 

 
 
 

 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e5a96-supporting-parents-
a-national-model-of-parenting-support-services/  
 
www.rollercoaster.ie  
We’ve put together this handy guide to make sure you’re asking the right questions! 

 
 
How to choose an Early Learning Centre and reduce your costs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e5a96-supporting-parents-a-national-model-of-parenting-support-services/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e5a96-supporting-parents-a-national-model-of-parenting-support-services/
http://www.rollercoaster.ie/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbrnw.ch%2F21wI4ZX%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1CYZ3UfGE_rJVVttXQ-0otud0dsjXOOZkEWvabhS7agUE4FAwxxErs0gc_aem_AWlJ67t7gmcp2nnUSzXx01nUX5upGp8LvMtta7_E3Eai1YsfswLmypxGi6TvUIEM_ySjKitlFB9IohIDctWn8nBd&h=AT0wHDE9KgonGOIA23XRC3sTIQLoKStq-hOeCeFdO6cT4DBERip_yeysVOCMnmE6ZBbmRXhYUZIUsuX6snDVjU6rdV-VxvFkIt5x09vxkmm1MontTTNI0JCGc-yhbPEO97gW&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3vt81-bLXBsx0SFxo-RiDz2NaO-Mqic1oCDzTjXphKhacqOCzcBCXpLYl05JZWVgYDTTbywouBk_747j9Wx3ziJg-KsLHTW6YQmOaxafAFaPhUk3wArUVFVO3f8bfpw5TnRV8C0zqbMqMEGM5nm9Pgs2LqFVDyPwvPw6-zFGFvcGsMj2u-Szn74XsBHmSum2CZ8wkl40JieB9ijoPpSUhY7TL-6esikuus5JXyQg5VKc664e4xKce4JxDRgzB09OlLSxQq7xtzRDBfBmIfLIczu-KPFnzU_mX425BIFGococ7R5Z8V


 
 

 
 
FCCC Jobs Board 
Fingal CCC have updated their website to include an interactive Jobs Board. This Jobs Board will support early childcare 
providers to advertise their recruitment needs and to provide parents the opportunity to advertise needs with the aim of 
linking, early years, childminders, and parents in the Fingal area. The new FCCC Jobs Board facilitates the recruitment of 
staff into the ELC Sector in Fingal. To advertise a job simply go to our website and click on the jobs board tab. Employers 
with job vacancies can post a job by clicking on the link above and fill in the required fields. The jobs posted will go live 
immediately and will be visible on the site for 30 days and will then be archived. Note - you don’t need to set up a log in, 
just complete the form and click submit.  
 

 
 

Service Closures 
We have been asked what the process is for services, if for whatever reason, you have decided not to reopen or closed  
within the current programme year. The steps are as follows: 
 

• Inform FCCC via email to info@fingalcountychildcare.ie 

• Complete the Cessation of Services form for Tusla – click on the link below. 
         http://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Cessation_of_Service.pdf  
• Inform Pobal & make any necessary changes to registrations on the HIVE. -  Service Closure If an Approved 

Provider closes its ELC service, or ceases to provide a DCEDIY childcare programme, notice must be submitted in 

writing immediately to the local City/County Childcare Committee and the Data Management Team in the 

Scheme Administrator by raising a service request on the EY HIVE and selecting the Request Programme Type 

“User Account Management”, then selecting the Category “How to” and the Sub-Category “Closures. FCCC will 

link in with individual services once the notification has been received. 

 
Facebook 

If you are a Facebook user, or would like to set up a Facebook account, we would be most grateful if you could please ‘Like’ 
our Fingal County Childcare Committee Facebook page, and please feel free to ‘Share’ it too.  
We will post regular updates for ELC/ SAC services and Childminders. 
Our Facebook page can be found at the following link:  https://www.facebook.com/fingalcountychildcare/  
 

Covid Case Advice 
 

 

Covid case advice  
Please find below links to information from the HPSC concerning Covid-19 and information from the HSE for ELC and SAC 
providers on preventing the spread of COVID-19 and children returning to ELC and SAC settings. We would be grateful if 
you shared this information with parents, guardians, and staff. Preventing the spread of covid 19 in school or childcare - 
HSE In addition, please find the link to the Management of Infectious Disease in Childcare Facilities and Other Childcare 
Settings (2012)    For general Covid-19 queries you can contact HSE on 1800 700 700 between 8 am and 8 pm Monday to 
Friday and 9 am - 5 pm Saturday and Sunday or visit the HSE website HSE Covid 19 
Should you have any queries on the above, our contact details are 01- 4851727 or info@fingalcountychildcare.ie      

Kind Regards, Fingal County Childcare Committee. 

mailto:info@fingalcountychildcare.ie
http://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Cessation_of_Service.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/fingalcountychildcare/
mailto:info@fingalcountychildcare.ie

